far, came to sample the delights of the forest, but it is only now, after the whereabouts
of the site had been made public by the RSPB, that we have dared to name it in Suffolk
Birds, fearing an outcry from certain quarters. This is despite the fact that the site has
now been razed almost in its entirety and most, if not all, active birdwatchers and eggcollectors alike, were, in any event, well aware of the site's existence! I, like many others,
was under the misapprehension that "a good proportion of the site would be saved".
The Golden Oriole Group consists of amateur and professional ornithologists devoted
to the study and future conservation of Golden Orioles . The species is colonising similar
habitats in neighbouring Norfolk and Cambridgeshire and the group is actively encouraging
landowners to plant Poplar plantations in the hope of accelerating the process . However,
the fact remains that one of the Suffolk's prime wildlife habitats has been transformed
into an arable desert.
The Joss of the Lakenheath plantation is a lesson to us all and it is important that in
future we do not sit back in forlorn hope that the interests of our wildlife are being looked
after. Wildlife habitats will come under pressure from many quarters and if anyone needs
convincing of what can be achieved in the face of colossal commercial exploitation, they
need look no further than Trirnley Marshes Nature Reserve. This new reserve serves as
a monument to those organisations which fought together to save the Fagbury Flats and ,
although the battle was Jost, it is pleasing to see how quickly the ''replacement ' ' reserve
is being colonised by the species for which it was designed . The construction vehicles
had hardly left before Little Terns began nesting on one of the shingle islands and a pair
of A vocets had taken up territory . The results of an even more remarkable effort can be
seen at the exhausted gravel workings at Lackford, now the Lackford Wildfowl Reserve.
Here a 'scrape', constructed by volunteers on a shoe-string budget, proved much to the
liking of Little Ringed Plovers and other species. Both Trirnley and Lackford reserves
have been provided by developers as compensation for the countryside which has been
destroyed and have proved a significant gain for wildlife. In other areas , such the gravelrich valleys of the Upper Stour, Gipping and Waveney, development has gone ahead with
precious little thought to the future conservation of wildlife, resulting in almost all redundant
workings being claimed by industry, anglers and sail-borders . The gravel abstraction
problem lies with the conditions set with original planning consent and even when developers
are willing to reinstate their workings for the benefit of wildlife, which is an easy option,
the conditions often dictate that the area must be restored to its original use, such as
agriculture. The message to conservation-minded people is simple i.e. if we ask for nothing
we will get nothing. However, using the battle against the extension of the Port of Felixstowe
as an example, the harder we fight the bigger the reward .
As a postscript to the Lakenheath story , I am informed that 100 acres of razed woodland
have been replanted , so we may yet be able to report a success story on the lines of Trirnley
and Lackford.
The RSPB has made some marvellous acquisitions over the years and, in Suffolk, we
are privileged to have, on our door-steps , superb nature reserves such as Minsmere and
Havergate Island . The purchase of Church Farm Marshes, Aldeburgh is another link in
the chain of diverse, coastal habitats and, as you will see from this report, it is already
attracting huge numbers of wildfowl and waders . The Suffolk Wildlife Trust is committed
to the purchase of the nearby Hazelwood Marshes, providing sufficient funds are raised
as part of their campaign. This is a rich area of coastal meadows and dykes, hosting a
wealth of breeding birds, and ornithologists must positively support the effort.
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A Guide to Birding in Southwold
by Stuart Ling and John Cawston
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111 Suffolk, we are fortunate in having a number of excellent coastal sites for birds , the
111,q11111y of which are already well known and frequently visited by birders eg. Landguard,
l\1111.,111cre, Benacre and Lowestoft. However, the Southwold area has been under-watched
i11 thl' past and only in the past two or three years has there been a consistent effort to
Wnl< h this excellent site .
lhl' nim of this paper is to highlight those areas of most interest in and around Southwold
11111 tu give an indication of some of the birds that can be expected there.
';nuthwold has a wide variety of habitats, situated in quite a small area, which are attractive
1n 1 ,, diverse range of species. These habitats include: fresh marsh, a boating lake, numerous
11 d1 us providing a variety of cover, a golf course and coastal denes. The whole area
1 , .., plenty of scope for an interesting day's birding.
lh<' sites described below are the areas that we consider to be of most ornithological
1111< ll'St in Southwold .

I Southwold Boating Lake

llus is situated just north of the pier at the northern edge of the town and, if undisturbed,
lw attractive to many birds. Apart from the resident wildfowl, winter may produce
1111 un:usional rare grebe or sawbill and in spring and autumn small numbers of waders
•• • Nonally drop in to feed. The grassy edges to the lake are attractive to pipits and wagtails,
1111 l11d1 ng Scandinavian Rock Pipit in the last two winters.

1 111
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2. Seawatching
Situated at the northern end of Sole Bay, the town of South wold projects at least a further
two miles out to sea than the east facing coastline immediately to the south and is therefore
one of the County's best seawatching sites. The best place to watch is from the small shelter
situated on the promenade just south of the pier.
The variety of species to be expected is much the same as at the principal localities further
north, i.e. Covehithe and Corton, and in recent years highlights have included: Cory's
Shearwater, Leach 's and Storm Petrels, Grey Phalarope, Long-tailed Skua, Sabine's Gull,
Roseate Tern and Puffin .
. The shelter provides obvious protection from the weather, but lacks the height of
Covehithe and Corton .
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MAP SHOWING THE
PRINCIPAL BIRDINGS SPOTS
IN SOUTHWOLD
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3. Gun Hill and St Edmunds Churchyard
The town has many well-vegetated gardens which are an obvious attraction to migrant
passerines. In our experience the best of these are situated on Gun Hill, near the Coastguard
lookout and in and around St Edmunds Churchyard . At Gun Hill , the mature Sycamores
regularly hold migrant warblers, flycatchers and other passerines including, in the past
two years , Icterine and Yellow-browed Warblers, Firecrests and a Red-backed Shrike.
The high ground here is also excellent for observing visible diurnal migration, especially
during the autumn when early morning watches frequently show large numbers of
hirundines, finches etc. to be moving south .
St Edmunds churchyard, situated in the town centre, is also worth checking, particularly
for flycatchers and berry-feeding birds such as thrushes. Recent sightings here have included
a Yellow-browed Warbler and up to a dozen Crossbills.

4. The Denes
These extend from Gun Hill to the harbour entrance and consist of short turf and marram
grass, bordered on the Ferry Road side by a vegetated bank. This area is attractive to
many birds including finches , buntings , pipits , chats and warblers and the occasional
Wryneck and Ring Ouzel. Early morning is the best time to check this area as it soon
becomes disturbed by dog-walkers and such like.
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5. Southwold Town Marsh
Situated between Ferry Road and B!ackshoe Road this extensive grazing marsh is an
important area for both breeding and wintering wildfowl and waders. During the spring
small areas frequently flood, attracting migrant waders, notably godwits, Ruff, Whirnbrel,
etc . Garganey have also been noted regularly. The footpath adjacent to Ferry Road gives
excellent views over the whole area. In the winter, Short-eared Owls can often be seen
hunting and flocks of finches and buntings regularly feed on the marsh.

SEwll~E: FAl!.1'1

P\)QUC llOV.SE.

WALBERSWIC.K

1 tht• time

of writing the list of species recorded within the parish boundary of Southwold

1!111 .11t•u bordered by Buss Creek, the R.Blyth and North Sea) stands at 235.

6. Southwold Common and Golf Course
Coastal golf courses are well known for their attraction to birds and Southwold's is no
exception. The prime areas are the bushes along the southern edge of the golf course,
the Holm Oaks around the water tower and the tennis courts near the Club House. Birds
seen in this area in the past two years include Barred and Icterine Warblers, Wrynecks,
Firecrest and Red-footed Falcon.
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'I hi' fo llowing list includes all species that have occurred in this area. An attempt has
1l-1 1l1<·t·n made to record the status of these birds. We would be glad to receive any additional
11fi1111111tion on the status of these birds and any additions to the list that we have overlooked.

1111 ('awston, 477 Hawthorn Drive, Ipswich.
,\'t11111I U ng, c/o 20 Stonechat Road, Ipswich.
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C'hl·l'ld1~1 of the birds of Southwold
l<nl lh10111nJ l>IVl'I <le/Via .\/ellata W,P
Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus S,W,P
lll1llk 1h10111cd 01vcr Gavia arctica W,P
Buzzard Buteo buteo W,P
Ci1 \'11I Norihcrn Diver Gavia immer RP
Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus RW, RP
L111lc Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis B,R, W
Osprey Pandion haliaetus P
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus W,P
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus R,B
Red -necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena W,P
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespeninus 6.6.58,
Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus W,P
24.5.90, 20.6.90
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis RW,P
Merlin
Falco columbarius W,P
Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis P
Hobby Falco subbuteo S,P
Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 28.8 .86
Peregrine Falco peregrinus RP
(three), 19.8.88
Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa R,B
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus P
Grey Partridge Perdix perdix R,P
Manx Shearwater Pujfinus pujfinus P
Quail Cotumix cotumix V,(B)
Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 21.11. 88
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus R,B
Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa RP
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus P, W
Gannet Sula bassana P
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus R,B
Cormorant Phalacrocora.x carbo W,P
Coot Fulica atra R,B , W
Shag Phalacrocora.x aristotelis W ,P
Crane Grus grus V
Bittern Botaurus stellaris V
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus W,P
Night Heron Nycticora.x nycticora.x 13-20.5.90
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea R, W ,P
22.4.49 (six)
White Stork Ciconia ciconia 23.9.57
A vocet Recurvirostra avosetta P
Spoonbill Plata/ea leucorodia RP
Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus (B)
Mute Swan Cygnus olor B,R
Little
Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius P
Bewick's Swan Cygnus columbianus W
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula W,P
Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus W
Dotterel Charadrius morinellus 30.9.79
Bean Goose Anser fabalis W
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria P
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus W
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola P
White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons W
Lapwing Vanellus vanellus R,B,W,P
Greylag Goose Anser anser R, W
Knot Calidris canutus P
Canada Goose Branta canadensis R, W
Sanderling Calidris alba P
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis RW
Little Stint Calidris minuta P
Brent Goose Branta bemicla W,P
Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii RP
Egyptian Goose Alopbchen aegyptiacus F
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos V
Shelduck Tadoma tadoma B,R,P
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea P
Wigeon Anas penelope W,P
Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima W ,P
Gadwall Anas strepera B,W,P
Dunlin Calidris alpina W,P
Teal Anas crecca W,P
Ruff Philomachus pugna.x P
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos R,B,W
Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus RW
Pintail Anas acuta W,P
Snipe Gallinago gallinago R,B,W,P
Garganey Anas querquedula S,P
Woodcock Scolopa.x rusticola P
Shoveler Anas clypeata W,P
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa B,P
Pochard Aythya ferina W,P
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica P
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula R,B, W ,P
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus P
Scaup Aythya marila W,P
Numenius arquata P
Curlew
Eider Somateria mollissima W,P
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus P
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis W,P
Redshank Tringa totanus R,B,W,P
Common Scoter Melanitta nigra W,P
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 5-6.5.47
Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca W,P
(three)
Goldeneye Bucephala clangula W,P
Greenshank
Tringa nebularia P
Smew Mergus albellus RW
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus W,P
Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator W,P
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola P
Goosander Mergus merganser RW
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 2-6.6.51
Red Kite Milvus milvus RP
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos P
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus S,P
Turnstone Arenaria interpres W,P
Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus W,P
Grey Phalarope Phalaropusfulicarius 22.12.87,
Goshawk Accipiter f?entilis RP

8.11.89

JO

l'.1111a11ne Skua Stercorarius pomarinus P
/\" t11 Skua Stercorarius parasiticus P
I '""f' ll1i led Skua Stercorarius longicaudus
.''

Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus W ,P
Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta W,P
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava P,S,B
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea P
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba R,B,P
Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus RW
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes R,B
Dunnock Prunella modularis R,B,P
Robin Erithacus rubecula R,B,P
Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos S,(B),P
BluethroatLuscinia svecica 4.9.65 (two), 11.5.85
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros P
Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus P
Whinchat Sa.xicola rubetra P
Stonechat Sa.xicola torquata W,P,B
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe P
Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus P
Blackbird Turdus merula R,B,P,W
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris W ,P
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos R,B,W,P
Redwing Turdus iliacus W,P
Mistie Thrush Turdus viscivorus R,B,P
Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia P
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
S,B,P
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus S,B,P
Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina RP
Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata (B)
Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria RP
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca S,B,P
Whitethroat Sylvia communis S,B,P
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin S,B,P
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla S,B,P
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inomatus

1.88, 28.9.88

1

• 111· 11 Skua Catharacta skua P
~k1ht1•rranean

Gull Larus melanocephalus RW ,P
I i11k Gu ll Larus minutus RW ,P
11l11m"s Gull Larus sabini 12.6.88
111111 k headed Gull Larus ridibundus R,W,P
1_' 11111111on Gull Larus canus W,P
I .c:•'n Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus P
I lrn mg Gull Larus argentatus W ,P
tll 111rnus Gull Larus hyperboreus RW
(i11 .11 Black-backed Gull Larus marinus W,P
~: 1111wuke Rissa tridactyla W,P
1111lw1ch Tern Sterna sandvicensis S,P
" '" .1tc Tern Stema dougallii 6. 10.89
1'11111111on Tern Stema hirundo S,P
/\11111 Tern Stema paradisaea P
I 111k rem Stema albifrons S,P
ill111 I Tern Chlidonias niger P
(i111llemot Uria aalge W,P
II!• orhi ll Alea torda W,P
I 11111· Au k Alie alle W,P
1•1111111 Fratercula arctica RW,RP
l 't1ll11~·s Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus V
( I H88 invasion)
1'11111 Pigeon Columba Livia R,B
''" k Dove Columba oenas R,B,P
W1111dpigeon Columba palumbus R,B,W,P
1 '11ll11rcd Dove Streptopelia decaocto R,B
I 1111k Dove Streptopelia tunur S,B,P
It lllf'.t'tl necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri F
1 '111 koo Cuculus canorus S,B,P
11,1111 Owl Tyto alba W
I 11w11y Owl Strix aluco R,B
I 1111i,: cu red Owl Asio otus P
'·h1111 cared Owl Asia flammeus W,P
h llf'.lllU lm' s Owl Aegolius funereus 30.10.01
!lwo)
will Apus apus S,B,P
1(111f:l"her Alcedo atthis R,B,W
Iii ruter Merops apiaster 16.8.67
I i1••11<>e Upupa epops 5.5 .83 , 13.10.90
\\. 1 ym·ck Jynx torquilla P
1 i1n·11 Woodpecker Picus viridis W,P
t•11 .11 Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major P
\· 11udlurk Lullula arborea 4.10.80
' •~ ylnrk Alauda arvensis B,R,W,P
""'" Lark Eremophila alpestris RW,RP
11111 Martin Riparia riparia S,P
""llow Hirundo rustica S,B,P
I <ti rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica

v
Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix RP
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita S,B,P
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus S,B,P
Goldcrest Regulus regulus P
Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus P
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata S,B,P
Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca P
Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus RP
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus R,B
Marsh Tit Parus palustris P
Coal Tit Parus ater P
Blue Tit Parus caeruleus R,B,P
Great Tit Parus major R,B
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio RP
Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor RP
Jay Garrulus glandarius P
Magpie Pica pica R,B
Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes 19.10.22
Jackdaw Corvus monedula R,P, W
Rook Corvus frugilegus R,P,W
Carrion Crow Corvus corone R,P,W
Starling Stumus vulgaris R,B,P,W
House Sparrow Passer domesticus R,B,P

'I 25. 11.87, 4.5.89
111111"· Martin Delichon urbica S,B,P
I 1w11y Pipit Anthus campestris 7.5.89
I 11 Pipit Anthus trivia/is P
M• 111 low Pipit Anthus pratensis R,B,P

11

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus P
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs R,B,W,P
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla W,P
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris R,B,W,P
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis R,B,P
Siskin Carduelis spinus P
Linnet Carduelis cannabina B,P
Twite Carduelis jlavirostris W,P
Redpoll Carduelis jlammea P
Arctic Redpoll Carduelis homemanni 26.11. 90

Crossbill Loxia curviro.\/m V
Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erytllri11u.v
2.6.91 *
Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula R,B,P
Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes V
Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus RW ,P
Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis W ,P
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella R,B,P
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus R,B,P,W
Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra P

Key: R - Resident; B - Breeder; (B) - Has bred; W - Winter Visitor; S - Summer Visitor;
RW
Rare Winter Visitor; P - Passage Migrant; RP - Rare Passage Migrant; V - Vagrant;
11
Femi Wonderer; * Subject to acceptance by the Suffolk Ornithological Records Committee.

Further Studies on Bearded Tits
at Walberswick
by Mark O'Brien and Derek Eaton
Dingle Bird Club has been ringing Bearded Tits Panurus biarmicus at Walberswick since
1959. A total of 5,255 birds had been ringed up until 1980, the results of which have
been used in the analysis of plumage and eye colour variation (Pearson 1966) and moult
and its relation to eruptive activity (Pearson I 975) . In the 1980s trapping of Bearded Tits
was much reduced as the club concentrated on other projects (eg Thompson I 990) which
resulted in only 350 Bearded Tits being ringed between 1981and1987. In 1989, the club
decided to increase efforts to trap in the reedbeds, initially for a period of three years,
with the intention of looking at population size, productivity and age-related movements.
This article is intended to introduce the aims of the project and to show some initial findings
from the first two years.
Ringing efforts were concentrated in two areas - reedbed west of Dingle Great Hill
(0.S . Grid Ref. TM48073l), with net lanes predominantly in old, uncut reed around pools,
and reedbed around Dingle Little Hill (O .S. Grid Ref. TM487732) with net lanes again
mainly in old reed, crossing old dykes , etc . A total of20 visits was made to Dingle Great
Hill in 1989, between June 10th and Aug. 6th , mostly in early morning, whilst, in 1990,
seven visits to Dingle Great Hill reeds were made during the second fortnight of July and
twelve visits to Dingle Little Hill reeds between early August and mid-September.
A total of I 95 birds (50 adults and 145 juvs) was ringed in 1989 and 452 birds (56 adults,
356 juvs and 40 of unknown age) in 1990. Average trapping rates were 0.75 juvs and
0 .3 adults per 100 foot of net per hour in 1989 and 1. 78 juvs and 0.3 adults per 100 foot
of net per hour in 1990. The apparent increase in trapping rates of juvs in 1990 is presumably
due to the fact that a higher proportion of the netting time occurred later in the year when
more of the young were fledged. One of the problems with ringing Bearded Tits is that
as the season progresses so more of the birds of the year complete their post-juvenile moult
and become indistinguishable from adults (Svensson 1984) .
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